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For Unto Us A Child Is Born
Isaiah 9:1-6


 Good news is not seen as Good news unless bad news has been the normal lot.  Good news is good only when given and lived in the midst of very bad, hard and dark circumstances.  This fresh, good news  turns our eyes off ourselves, off our nation, off turmoil in the world and puts them all in perspective under the gazing and controlling eye of our Creatror whom we know personally if we are in Christ.  The Good news is that darkness does not stay, turmoil will cease and Jesus is all we need.
1. What has been your bad news of 2012?  What has rattled your life so much that it has been difficult to respond to Good News and that light dispels the darkness?

2. How has God used your 2012 to platform your life in such a way that you are more needy for light and sponge-like ready to soak truth into your soul?  How has God used 2012 as a tool in His hands to ready you for more of Him?

3. How are your hands and heart letting go of the things of this world and longing for more of the return of Jesus?  How is your heart being wooed to think of Him more and your affections changing for things that are true, eternal and above?  Do you see more clearly these things and how this last year has trained you to see them more clearly?

4. How bright is the Great Light in your life these days?  How bright is Christ shining in you and through you?  As the darkness in this nation deepens darker and darker, how will you plan on relying more on the Great Light of Christ?

5. When you hear ‘there will be no end to his peace’, referring to Jesus, can you comprehend what that will be like in a world where peace is trivialized and aborted on a daily basis?

6. Describe why you long for his reign forevermore?  Why are you awaiting his eternal dominion?

7. As you think of the end of this life, His eternal dominion and never-ending peace, Heaven and the gathering of His people, what is astounding to you that He chose to enact  this through the birth of a fragile and vulnerable child?  What is jaw-dropping to you about that?   

8. How might you live in 2013 with the Great Light of Jesus permeating all that you do, in all your responses to struggle, darkness, your own sin and hardship?  How do you hope to have the goodness of the Lord soak into all you live through in 2013 and even today?







