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Where Is Your Steadfast Love?
Honest To God (Psalm 89)
How often does our circumstance dictate who we believe God to be?  Is the God whom you ran to for forgiveness and who provided His Spirit to convict and lead you to Himself the same God who every day sustains you and cares for you?  It is very easy and common to see God through the lens of our circumstances instead of seeing our circumstances through the lens of God.

1. Spend some time, first of all, writing down all the words and phrases that describe God in Psalm 89.  Before the author gets to asking questions, he first gets to proclaiming what he knows is already true.  Do the same thing.
2. Do you do that in your life regularly?  Do you, in the midst of the dark side of God’s will, practice what you already know to be true of God?  What has He said about Himself that helps you?  What truth do you go back to time and time again?  How do you intentionally practice His promises so that when the darkness pervades, you are ready to fight with light and disallow the darkness to consume you?

3. How important are promises like: ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you,’ ‘every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change,’ or ‘and lo, I am with you always’.  Are those truths and others the ruling forces when you navigate change, difficulty or when simply you do not get what you want?

4. If you had never experienced the dark side of God’s will, never experienced difficulty, never gone through the valley days of faith in Christ, how needy do you think you’d be for Him?  How desperate and dependent would you be for the daily saving power of a Savior?  Do you think a life fitted with every comfort, smooth sailing, and being struggle free can actually attack your faith and lead you into complacency?

5. How do the hard questions toward God and the wrestling with His full will contribute to you seeing His great might and seeing our great lack?
6. In your darkesst days, in the most desperate moments, do you find yourself counseling God as to how He needs to help you, or do you respond with humble reverence and exult in Him, readying your own heart for His counsel?   
7. How does your understanding of God really impact your life?  Does your faith have legs and do you really live out what you believe about God?  Is he greater than all things only in your words, or also in your daily practice of how you handle the tough stuff?  Really, spend some time evaluating whether what comes out of your mouth pours out of your life? 







