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Why Do You Hide Yourself?
Honest To God (Psalm 10)
Suffering and hardship should be expected in the Christian life.  Did not Jesus suffer unjustly?  Did not our Lord undergo horrific circumstances that caused His cry to be to His heavenly Father.  Yet, in the midst of tough times, we need an anchor that holds us; we need someone who is for us and not against us in a world that seems opposed to what we live for.  We need the Lord who is king forever and ever, one who strengthens the heart of the afflicted and inclines his ear. (Psalm 10:16, 17)   

1. When you are in the deep when it comes to trials and/or injustice in your life, do you get quickly to the Word of God?  Do you find it easy or difficult to cling to truth when you are struggling?  What have been some typical go-to’s that you rely on in tough times: friends, lawyer, boss, family, doctors?  Where does it seem like David is relying and how is that different than your responses? 
2. Is there a clear difference from the way David describes the wicked in  Psalm 10 and the way you live?  What evidence is there that you are in David’s camp: the righteous who suffer?  If you are not you sure that you are in the right camp, what is your necessary next step?

3. When you are not suffering or in trial, how needy are you for God?  When others are not after you in some fashion, do you have a real sense of desperation for God and His fullness?  What is it about trials (James 1:2-4, Hebrews 12:11) and suffering that position us to draw near to Him all the more?  How have you seen this in your own life?  Do you believe you can be brutally honest with  God and allow your heart’s cry to come before Him?
4. When you are suffering, how certain are you that you are bothered at the wicked’s injunctions against a holy God, and not just merely upset at how it affects you?  In others words, are you certain it is for righteousness’ sake that you are struggling with their success, or is it because their success makes you feel inferior and less than and causes inconvenience for you personally?

5. If trials and struggles do, in fact, heighten our cries to God and intesify our need for Him, have you ever thanked Him for the hardships for what they produce?  Have you ever thanked Him for those who hunt you down because their actions cause your eyes and ears and heart to be open all the more for Him?  Are you grateful for the gift God has given you in people whom he uses as instruments in His hands to draw worship out of you?  If God only gives good gifts (James 1:16, 17), do you see injustice and trial and hardship in your life as gifts?  
6. Can you verbalize God’s grand purpose for your life?  Can  you verbalize why He might choose the hard things of lif to fall under the umbrella of this purpose?  How might that confidence in God stand as a beacon to others you influence as you worship your way through hardship instead of trying to wriggle out of it?  

7. Do you make daily choices to believe the truth about who God is in spite of what your circumstances dictate that you believe?  Is a struggle-less life your requirement or do you gladly accept what God has for you and wants to bring you through no matter how hard and no matter how it conflicts with your ‘view of God’?  Do you cling to his Word or your circumstances to tell you who God is? 






