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THINK|12 | God Is There And He Cares 
Isaiah 54
Do you see how God is constantly at work in your life?  Do you see Him using His fatherly discipline His mighty acts, and even the common events of the day to cause you to cry out to Him and be more desperate for who He is?  Do you see it?  Do His promises supercede your circumstance?  Does the truth of His care for you outshine your experience?   
1. In our fallen world, it is easy for us to ‘keep guessing’ as to whether God is for us or not.  It is easy to allow our circumstances to seemingly deflate what we read in God’s Word about Him, His promises and His interaction with us?  How do you personally fight that battle?  How do you constantly fight for truth in your own life?
2. How grateful for you for the discipline of your Heavenly Father?  Has there ever been a time when His discipline was so obvious and prevalent in your life that you saw lasting effects on your life?  What was your response to Him in that reality and how did you represent His discipline to others in your life?

3. In the midst of Isaiah 64, with the powerful language of rending the heavens, mountains quaking, nations trembling at His presence and the sin of His people, in verse 8 Isaiah says ‘But now, O Lord, you are our Father;’  Does that reality strike you when you are in the midst of your own upheaval?   How can you seek to be trained that the next earth-shaking act in your life, you will cry out ‘But now, O Lord, you are our Father’?

4. For what do you cry out to God for these days?   Isaiah is crying out for the people of God.  How often do you cry out for the people around you and for the Church as a whole?  How do you think God would respond if His people cried out the way Isaiah does?  What would you hope He would do?
5. How serious will you take the truth that God is distant for three reasons: our sin, our rebellion or our unforeseen good?   What is your part in those three equations?  What is your responsibility if God is distant because of your sin?  How about because of your rebellion?  And then, what is your part if He is distant because of your good?

6. How might you tell the difference btween the three reasons why God is distant?  How can you know for sure?

7. Are you in a habit of repenting before the Lord?  Do you take your sin to Him as soon as you’ve fallen prey to it?  Do you wait awhile, after wading in self-pity?  What is the danger of not being in a constant habit of repentance?

8. What promises of God do you long to rehears everyday, so that when discipline, trial, struggle or even a major event takes place, your soul  is prepared to get to truth?  

